
 
 

COOK ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND & AUSTRALIAN 
 ITINERARY ESPECIALLY PREPARED FOR 

MS B AND MS H 
 
Meals included indicated by B, L, D 
 
Note: names of hotels and some tour operators have been omitted from the itinerary published on the 
website. Please inquire for details.   
 
FEBRUARY 2004 
 
SAT 28 DEPART LOS ANGELES  
 Please check-in at the Air New Zealand International Terminal at least 2 hours before your 

departure time.  
8:45 pm Depart Los Angeles on NZ 53 (STOPOVER IN Papeete, French Polynesia) 
 
SUN 29 ARRIVE RAROTONGA, COOK ISLANDS 
7:05 am Arrive Rarotonga.  After going through customs and immigration, you will be met and 

transfered to your hotel, where you have early check in.  You can get some New Zealand 
currency via the ATM at the airport - you should withdraw enough for the next two days.  You 
can, of course, get cash at the hotel but the rate will not be nearly as favourable.   

 
Church services in the Cook Islands are known for the congregational singing, and since you 
are both church musicians I think you will find it very interesting to attend!  Take the island bus 
to the Cook Islands Christian church (Ziona Tapu Church) that is closest to town.  The bus can 
return you to the hotel after the services.  Please wear a hat and proper church attire 

 
 This afternoon, the tour of the Takitumu Conservation for bird watching has been arranged for 

you. Please pay the guide directly: this is not included in the package with EDUT.   
 Accommodation:  XXXX Boutique Hotel – Double (twin) one night. 
 
MARCH 2004 
MON 01 DEPART RAROTONGA 
(B) TROPICAL BREAKFAST INCLUDED  

TRANSFER BACK TO AIRPORT: time to be arranged with the hotel. 
8:20 am Depart Rarotonga on NZ 53.  Cross international date line.  
 
TUE 02 WELCOME TO NEW ZEALAND 
11.40 am Arrive Auckland International Airport Air New Zealand flight NZ53.  After completing entry 

formalities depart Customs and enter the Main Arrivals Hall where you will be met by our New 
Zealand staff, who will provide you with the final documents and vouchers for your New 
Zealand tour.  He will be standing at the ‘Meeting Point’ behind the seating area with a 



signboard displaying your name.  Transfer by Supershuttle to the hotel, which is located in the 
downtown area and within walking distance of the waterfront.  Normal check in time applies. 

 Afternoon at leisure to explore independently. 
 ACCOMMODATION: XXX HOTEL (1 NIGHT) Deluxe room 
  
WED 03 AUCKLAND/ROTORUA 
(D)  
  9.30 am You will be met at the hotel by Budget Rental Cars Staff.  Collect a Mitsubishi Lancer or similar 

1.6 litre automatic vehicle and drive south over the Bombay Hills through the fertile farmlands 
of the Waikato Valley then across the bush-clad Mamaku Ranges to the thermal wonderland 
of Rotorua.  Visit the Maori Arts and Crafts Institute where young Maori are taught the carving 
and weaving skills of their ancestors as well as the Whakarewarewa Thermal Reserve – home 
to the Pohutu Geyser, boiling mud pools and other thermal activity (guided tours depart on 
the hour or self guide maps are available). 

6.30-6.45pm Transfer from the hotel by Tamaki Tours coach to a marae (pre-European village) for the 
powhiri (welcome), wero (challenge by the warrior), hangi (dinner cooked in the traditional 
earth oven over hot stones) and concert of Maori song and dance including the vigorous 
haka.  Jacket/sweater may be required as the first part of the evening takes place outdoors.  
Dinner served approx 8.45pm and you will be returned to Rotorua approx 10.30pm. 

 The hotel is centrally located near the lovely Government Gardens and has an historic charm 
and atmosphere. 

 ACCOMMODATION: XXXX HOTEL (1 NIGHT) 
   
THU 04 ROTORUA 
(D)    This morning drive south (approx 30 minute) to the colourful Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Park where 

the Lady Knox geyser plays at 10.15am every day (with a little help).  Enjoy a walk around the 
park to see the mineral deposits in the Artists Palette, the bubbling Champagne Pool and the 
silica terraces.  Remainder of the day at leisure to explore independently.   

 
 This afternoon drive to your farmstay  – your hosts will be expecting you from 3.00pm onwards.  

This property is a 20 hectare sheep farm in the Paradise Valley area – enjoy a tour of the 
property and then share dinner with your hosts in the evening. 

 ACCOMMODATION: xxx farmstay  (1 NIGHT) 
   
FRI 05 ROTORUA/CHRISTCHURCH 
(B) Breakfast with your hosts. 
 Drive through the city and around the shores of the lake to the Rotorua Airport. 
 Return rental vehicle to the Rental Car carpark and deliver keys to the Budget Rental Cars 

counter in the terminal building. 
12:20 PM Depart Rotorua on NZ 5377 
2:05 pm Arrive Christchurch.  Transfer by Supershuttle to your accommodation, which is located within 

walking distance of Cathedral Square.  Remainder of the day is free to enjoy the ‘Garden 
City’ – you may wish to wander through the Botanic Gardens which are open until 8.00pm. 

 ACCOMMODATION: XXXX BOUTIQUE HOTEL (2 NIGHTS) 
   
 
SAT 06 AKAROA EXCURSION 
(B) Breakfast at the guesthouse. 
 Make your own way to the InterCity depot, 123 Worcester St. 
  8.30 am Report for InterCity coach service IC8609 (operated by French Connections). 
  8.45 am Depart Christchurch. 



10.30 am Arrive Akaroa.  There is a time to enjoy a stroll along the streets of this settlement, which was 
originally settled by the French. 

11.30 am Report to the Dolphin Watch Office, Main Wharf (Blue Building).  Bring warm jacket/sweater, 
sunhat and sunscreen. 

12.00 pm Enjoy a Dolphin Watch cruise on the Akaroa Harbour – the Hector Dolphins that inhabit these 
waters are the smallest species in the world. 

  3.00 pm Return to Akaroa Wharf.  Time at leisure to enjoy the village. 
  4.00 pm Report for InterCity coach service IC8608 (operated by French Connections). 
  4.15 pm Depart Akaroa. 
  5.45 pm Arrive Christchurch.  Make your own way back to your accommodation. 
 
SUN 07 CHRISTCHURCH/FRANZ JOSEF 
(B) Breakfast at the guesthouse. 
  7.25 am Transfer by Supershuttle from the guesthouse to the Christchurch Railway Station. 
  7.55 am Report for the Tranz Alpine train.  Seat no.s to be advised on departure. 
  8.15 am Depart Christchurch on the Tranz Alpine train for a rail journey through the splendour of the 

Southern Alps to the West Coast. 
12.45 pm Arrive Greymouth.  Report to the Budget counter in the Station Building and collect a 

Mitsubishi Lancer or similar 1.6 litre rental vehicle.  Travel down the western coastline through 
the town of Hokitika where you may wish to visit one of the Greenstone studios where this 
local jade is crafted into jewellery and ornaments of both traditional and modern design.  
Continue on to the village of Franz Josef.  The hotel is in the village centre. 

 ACCOMMODATION: XXXXXX HOTEL (1 NIGHT) 
   
MON 08 FRANZ JOSEF/WANAKA 
 This morning you may wish to view the glacier – it is approx 55 minutes walk from the carpark 

area to the terminal face (guided walks available at extra cost) or perhaps take a scenic 
flight over the glacier area with a snow landing for that special photo opportunity (not 
included).  Drive through Fox Glacier where, time permitting, you may wish to walk around 
the shores of Lake Matheson, well known for the near perfect reflections of the mountains in 
its still waters, then through the ever-changing scenery of rainforest, streams, wild beaches 
and the rugged beauty of the Haast Pass to the delightful lakeside resort of Wanaka.  The 
hotel is situated on the lake edge and is a short drive from town. 

 ACCOMMODATION: XXXX RESORT (1 NIGHT) 
   
TUE 09 WANAKA/QUEENSTOWN 
 Morning free to enjoy the area. 
12.45 pm Report to the Tour XXX Office at the Log Cabin on the lakefront. 
  1.00 pm Cruise across the lake by boat to Stevenson’s Island for a short guided tour.  The Buff Weka (a 

native bird) has recently been released onto the island and have now made themselves at 
home. 

  3.00 pm Tour concludes.  Travel across the fruit-growing area of Central Otago or alternatively over 
the Crown Range and into Queenstown which is located on the shores of Lake Wakatipu.  
The hotel is located a short walk downhill from the town centre. 

 ACCOMMODATION: XXXX LAKEFRONT HOTEL (1 NIGHT) 
   
WED 10 QUEENSTOWN/TE ANAU/MILFORD SOUND 
(D) This morning drive around the shores of Lake Wakatipu then across rolling countryside to Te 

Anau, the gateway to the Fiordland National Park (approx 2 hour). 
12.10 pm Report to the XXX Tour Office at the Lakefront. 
12.30 pm Depart Te Anau by coach and travel through the dramatic landscape of the National Park to 

Milford Sound. 



  5.00 pm Board the Milford XXXX  and cruise the fiord enjoying the stunning scenery of cascading 
waterfalls, rainforest and sheer cliff faces.  There is the opportunity to explore the shoreline 
independently by kayak or with the nature guide in the tender boat.  Dinner is served aboard 
as the boat anchors in a sheltered bay of the overnight stay.  Twin ensuite cabins. 

 ACCOMMODATION: On board ship XXXX (1 NIGHT) 
 
THU 11 MILFORD SOUND/TE ANAU/STEWART ISLAND 
(BD) Breakfast on board then the boat return to Milford Wharf approx 9.15am.  Travel by coach to 

Te Anau arriving 12.30pm then collect the rental vehicle and drive through the picturesque 
countryside of Southland to Invercargill, the world’s most southern city. 

12.00 pm Return rental vehicle to the Budget carpark at the Invercargill Airport and return the keys to 
the Budget Counter in the terminal building. 

12.30 pm Check in for the Stewart Island flight.  Luggage limit 15kgs – extra luggage can be stored at 
the Stewart Island Flights Office. 

  1.00 pm Depart Invercargill 
  1.20 pm Arrive Stewart Island.  You will be met by XXXX Lodge courtesy vehicle and transferred to the 

lodge.  Remainder of the afternoon at leisure.  Please contact XXXX to reconfirm your Ulva 
Island arrangements and XXXXX to reconfirm date and time of departure for your Kiwi 
Spotting Excursion.  Dinner at the lodge this evening. 

 ACCOMMODATION: XXXX LODGE (3 NIGHTS) 
   
FRI 12 STEWART ISLAND 
(BD) After breakfast at the lodge the day is at leisure to enjoy this little piece of paradise.  The 

island has a wonderful native bird population and there are some scenic walks through 
native bush and along the coastline.  There are kayaks and water taxis for hire or you may 
wish to enjoy a round of golf on the world’s most southern golf course (not included).  Dinner 
at the lodge this evening then as night falls join a kiwi spotting tour.  Travel by boat and uphill 
walk to a remote beach (by torchlight) where you may see these creatures foraging for 
insects among the seaweed on the shoreline (good level of fitness required). Comfortable 
walking shoes/boots, warm jacket/sweater recommended and bring your own flashlight if 
possible. 

 
SAT 13 STEWART ISLAND 
(BD) Breakfast at the lodge. 
  8.15 am Report to Golden Bay Wharf.  Bring jacket/sweater, sunhat and sunscreen and wear 

comfortable walking shoes/boots. 
  8.20 am Depart the wharf and cruise across to Ulva Island.  Enjoy a half day guided tour of this 

picturesque forested island, which is predator free and has become an open sanctuary.  
There are recently released rare South Island saddlebacks and the threatened South Island 
Robin as well as tui, bellbird, fantail, kaka, weak and parakeet.  Reasonable level of fitness is 
required – 4 hours of walking. 

 Afternoon at leisure before dinner at the lodge this evening. 
 
SUN 14 STEWART ISLAND/CHRISTCHURCH  
(B) Breakfast at the lodge then the day is free. Normal checkout time applies.  Transfer to Stewart 

Island airstrip by XXXX Lodge vehicle (please confirm departure time with your hosts). 
  3:50pm Report for Stewart Island Flight. 
  4.30 am Depart Stewart Island. 
  4.50 am Arrive Invercargill airport 
  6:45 pm check in for Air NZ 5086    
  7:15 pm Depart Invercargill  



  8:25 pm Arrive Christchurch.  Contact the hotel on the courtesy Freephone and transfer by shuttle to 
the hotel, which is a short walk from the Airport terminal and the interesting International 
Antarctic Centre where you can see what life is like on the frozen continent (not included). 

 ACCOMMODATION: XXXX HOTEL(1 NIGHT) 
     
MON 15 DEPART NEW ZEALAND 
 Transfer to the Christchurch airport by hotel courtesy shuttle (please arrange time with hotel 

reception).  Please check-in at the international terminal at least 2 hours before departure 
and pay the NZ$25.00 per person Airport Departure Tax at the BNZ Bank. 

7:00 am Depart Christchurch on NZ 181 
 

ARRIVE ADELAIDE/SELF DRIVE TO WARRAWONG EARTH SANCTUARY – (self drive) 
8:30 am Arrive Sydney.  You will have to go through customs and immigration in upon arrival in 

Australia, it may be in Sydney or you may be transferred to your connecting flight and do 
customs when you land in Adelaide.   

10:25 am QF 747 departs Sydney. 
12:05 pm Upon arrival into Adelaide on board Qantas Airways flight QF 747, please make your way 

through customs and immigrations into the arrivals hall. Here you will be met and welcomed 
by your local Essential Downunder Travel representative who will hand over your touring 
documentation and accompany you with the collection of your  (automatic) rental  vehicle 
for self drive to the hotel.  

 
Please Note Important Information: 
- Please look for your Essential Downunder Travel representative once you exit customs. The 

representative will be holding a placard with your names on it.  
- Due to your early arrival your room may not be ready for immediate occupancy. 

 
 Some time this afternoon self drive Warrawong Earth Sanctuary this afternoon (25 minute drive 

from Adelaide).  
 
 Directions to Warrawong: 
 Follow the South Eastern Freeway. Take the Stirling exit which is well sign posted, turn right at 

the roundabout. Follow Avenue Road, which becomes Longwood Road for approximately 
five kilometres, turn left at the Warrawong sign onto Stock Road.   
The main entrance for Warrawong Earth Sanctuary is 300 metres on your left. 

 
 In 1969, Doctor John Wamsley bought Warrawong, a 35 acre dairy farm devoid of any native 

vegetation. Wishing to repair the damage done by 100 years of intensive farming and keen 
to attract native animals, he embarked on an extensive re-vegetation program.  By 1980 over 
50,000 native plants had been established but native birds, attracted back by the maturing 
vegetation fell prey to cats and foxes. In 1982, believing it was not possible to have a balance 
between native and introduced species, Doctor Wamsley designed and built the vermin 
proof fence that surrounds Warrawong. This was the first vermin free area on mainland 
Australia.  Once the fence was completed, the bird populations flourished and the re-
establishment and releasing of mammal species began. Since 1985, Rufous Bettongs, Long-
nosed Potoroos, Woylies, Southern Brown Bandicoots, Bilbies and Tammar Wallabies have 
been reintroduced to the wild sanctuary and are thriving. In 1988, Platypus were introduced 
to Blackwater Lake and three years later the first captive births for 50 years were recorded. 
Today, Warrawong is also home to a highly successful breeding program for Eastern Quoll. 

 



7:00 pm A NOCTURNAL WALK is included in your visit - Depart around sunset to see and experience 
Australia's famous wildlife such as bilbies, koalas, bettongs and bandicoots in their natural 
habitat. Self drive to Adelaide. 

 Accommodation: XXXX (Deluxe Room) x 1 night 
        

arch TUE 16 2 DAY / 2 NIGHTS KANGAROO ISLAND TOURING – (Fly/Fly) 
(L,D) Self drive to the Adelaide Airport (main terminal) and return the rental vehicle to the Hertz 

counter. Own transfer arrangements to the Adelaide General Aviation Terminal (approx 5 
minutes in a taxi – own expense) for fight to Kangaroo Island. 

 
08:45 am Check in with the airline for departure flight to Kangaroo Island. 
Please Note:  

- We request that you check-in and collect tickets at least 30 minutes prior to departure. 
- Please note that you will be required to provide identification in order to collect your 

tickets. 
- XXX Airways have a 12 kilograms (26 lb) luggage per person limit, so please restrict 

luggage to an overnight bag. There are storage facilities available in the terminal 
building.  

 
09:15 am Depart on board Emu Airways flight  245 to Kangaroo Island. 
09:45 am  Upon arrival into Kingscote Airport you will be met by your XXX Tour representative.   

Then, off to Seal Bay Conservation Park. Learn how the Australian sea-lion survives the 
rigours of the Southern Ocean. The colony of bulls, cows and pups rests on the beach 
where you can walk amongst them. A visit to the spectacular and vast sand dunes of 
Little Sahara. From the South Coast we traverse the rural areas of the middle of the Island 
via the Parndana Wildlife Park. North Coast beaches, Snellings and Stokes are perfect for 
a leisurely stroll to enjoy the sound of waves breaking on the pristine, sandy coast.  
Nature walk through the drooping she-oaks of Lathami National Park and observe the 
kangaroos and wallabies. This is also the habitat of the rare Glossy Black Cockatoo, and 
great country for the elusive echidna (spiny ant-eater) The first day's touring concludes 
with your return to your Island accommodation. 
 
Evening Nocturnal Tour included. 
Accommodation: XXXX B&B (Standard Room) x 2 nights 
 

WED 17  KANGAROO ISLAND TOURING 
 (B,L,D)  Pick up from accommodation for transfer to Rocky River, headquarters of the Flinders Chase 

National Park. Here, kangaroos laze and Cape Barren geese graze. The Chase is home to all 
our varieties of native animals and birds. On to Admirals Arch, an ancient limestone formation 
close to the ocean, a perfect haul-out area for an active colony of the New Zealand fur seal. 
To Remarkable Rocks, via the spectacular coastline of Cape du Couedic, where the forces of 
nature have carved modern sculptures out of the granite. A short bush walk searching for the 
Echidna (spiny ant-eater) and observing the colourful Kangaroo Island endemic Crimson 
Rosella. Vivonne Bay, its crystal clear water, supports a colony of the Little Penguin. Your 
guide takes you to Point Ellen where you fossick for shells on the beach and possibly sight a 
penguin in its rookery.  

        
THU 18  KANGAROO ISLAND TO ADELAIDE - (fly)/Day at leisure 
(B) Transfer to Kingscote airport for flight to Adelaide.  
 
10:15 am Depart on board Emu Airways flight 246 to Adelaide. 
 
10:45 am Upon arrival into Adelaide Smart Car transfer to the hotel. 



 Accommodation: XXXX  (Deluxe Room) x 1 night 
 
FRI 19 ADELAIDE TO CAIRNS – (fly)/Seat coach transfer to Port Douglas 
 Smart Car transfer to the airport for your departure flight to Cairns.   
 
12:10 pm Depart on board Qantas Airways flight QF662 to Brisbane. 
2:00 pm Upon arrival into Brisbane please make your way to your connecting flight. 
3:15 pm Depart on board Qantas Airways flight QF784 to Cairns. 
5:35 pm Upon arrival into Cairns you will be met by a representative of XXXX for your scheduled seat in 

coach transfer to Port Douglas. 
Just 73 kilometers North West of Cairns, along one of the most scenic coastal drives in 
Australia, Port Douglas offers the contrast of cosmopolitanism in a tropical mountain setting 
beside the Coral Sea. Once a small village, Port Douglas has become an international tourist 
destination. The town, off the main highway, is surrounded by lush vegetation and pristine 
rainforests. This setting, along with its proximity to the Great Barrier Reef, makes it an ideal 
holiday destination. 

 Accommodation: XXXX (1 Bedroom Beachfront) x 4 nights 
 
SAT 20 BREAKFAST WITH THE BIRDS/AFTERNOON KUKU YALANJI DREAMTIME WALK – (Private walk) 
 
  MS. H.: 

Please make your own transfer arrangements to Rainforest Habitat for your Breakfast with the 
Birds and entry. Breakfast with the Birds operates from 08.00am. 
Afternoon Kuku Yalanji Dreamtime Private Walk including return seat in coach transfers from 
PTD Terraces.  Full Day Outer Barrier Reef Cruise 
 
Ms. B.: 

(L)  
9:20 am Please meet your cruise representative in the hotel foyer for departure on your cruise. 
 

The Only Snorkelling Specialist on the Great Barrier Reef situated in the Tropical North Australia. 
Every Tour Includes Qualified Marine Biologists Small Groups of only 30 Passengers. Our love of 
this reef system has led us to become leaders in reef conservation and we remain the only 
company specialising in snorkelling. Our focus is on education, believing this to be the most 
effective way to ensure long term survival of this World Heritage Listed gem. We endeavour to 
reveal as many aspects as possible, whether on the Outer Barrier Reefs at the edge of the 
continental shelf, or on Low Isles, a pristine coral cay, on the inner reef. Over our 14 years of 
operation we have picked the best sites within the Port Douglas area, and have installed 
many exclusive use moorings, which covers the full range of reef types, distribution of plant 
and animal species and variety of snorkelling conditions. With this choice of sites we can, on 
any given day, take our guests whether beginners or experts, to three different areas with 
contrasting fish, coral and plant populations. Snorkel over vast reef flats and shallow 
protected lagoons, cruise through fragile staghorn forests or massive boulder coral gardens , 
see the enormous spectacular drop offs or just sit and dream on a beautiful Coral Cay.  Our 
highly trained crew will teach the simple techniques of snorkelling, with special attention to 
beginners, and advanced skills for the more experienced. 

 
SUN 21  FULL DAY DAINTREE SAFARI 
(L)  
8:20 am Your naturalist guide will meet you at your accommodation and after introductions all around 

we drive north along the scenic route to Mossman. Lush farmland contrasts with seascape as 
we approach the majestic Daintree River. Time for a short morning tea break then its 'all 



aboard' for an informative river cruise. Relax and enjoy the splendour only the Daintree can 
offer as you learn of Estuarine Crocodiles, mangrove forests and wildlife, this is nature at its 
best! We then ascend the Alexandra range, pause for a panoramic view of the World 
Heritage Tropical Rainforest merging with the Coral Sea. A delicious BBQ with home made 
salads, tropical fruit and Australian wine is prepared whilst you take the opportunity to swim in 
a tranquil freshwater stream. Fish and Turtles in the creek, butterflies and exotic birds in the 
trees and often Goannas on the forest floor, all at our luncheon site. We have no set 
timetable or schedule as such, so throw away your watch and enjoy elevated walks through 
the Cape Tribulation National Park with experienced guides who allow ample time for 
questions and photographs. Our tour does a little more. It takes you beyond Cape Tribulation 
along the 4WD only 'Bloomfield Track', allows time for a swim in the Coral Sea at Cape 
Tribulation (seasonal) where the "Rainforest meets the Reef" A short afternoon refreshment 
stop where you can pat a Kangaroo, scratch a Cockatoo, have a cold beer or sip a cup of 
the local tea, we then begin our homeward journey somewhat wiser for our 'Rainforest 
Experience". 

 
MON 22 FULL DAY BIRD WATCHING SAFARI - (Average of 90+ Species) 
(L) 
7:30 am XXXX Tours is owned and operated by Del and Pat R, and is based in Mossman, North 

Queensland, adjacent to the richest birding area in Australia. Well over half of Australia’s 
species have been recorded within a distance of 200 kilometres. Your guide, Mr R., has 
accumulated over forty years experience birding in all Australian states, and is able to locate 
the vast majority of the local species. They cater for birders from destinations worldwide - 
some making return visits to locate more species.   
• From tropical lowland areas then beyond the ranges to the edge of the outback, this tour 

is designed for dedicated and amateur ornithologists alike who has restricted time, but 
wishes to observe a wide range of avian fauna.  Regular sightings include Black Necked 
Stork, Kori Bustard, Galah, Pale Headed Rosella, Osprey, Blue Winged Kookaburra, Fig 
Parrot, Red Backed Fairy Wren, Tawny Frogmouth, Great Bower Bird, Squatter Pigeon, 
Scarlet Honeyeater, and Victoria’s Rifle Bird, as well as butterfiles and occasional 
marsupials. Lunch, and morning and afternoon refreshments are included.  

 
TUE 23  TRANSFER TO CAIRNS/FLY TO SYDNEY 
7:00 am Scheduled seat in coach transfer to Cairns for your departure flight.  
11:25 am Depart on board Qantas Airways flight QF923 to Sydney. 
3:25 pm Upon arrival into Sydney taxi transfer to the hotel. 

A thriving harbourside metropolis populated by almost four million people, is Australia’s largest 
and best-known city. This subtropical oasis is set around the bays and inlets of Port Jackson 
and extends north and south along the coast.  Sydney was the first site of European 
settlement on the Australian continent. The land was originally the preserve of the Aboriginal 
people of the Dharawal, Dharung and Kuring-gai language groups. In 1770 Captain Cook 
took possession of Australia for the British when he landed at Botany Bay, and in 1788 Captain 
Arthur Phillip, founded the first settlement to the north of Botany Bay on the magnificent 
foreshores of Port Jackson, or Sydney Harbour as it has come to be known.  Today, Sydney is 
without doubt one of the best holiday cities in the world. It has the glamour and excitement 
of an international city, with its designer bars, restaurants, world-class galleries, superb colonial 
architecture and excellent shopping. But it also has an extraordinary range of natural 
features, so you never need feel constricted by the fast pace of city life. The harbour has 
limitless options for entertainment such as cruising, sailing, swimming, dining and walking the 
foreshore.  

  Afternoon at leisure. 
 Accommodation: XXXX (Superior Room) x 2 nights 



 
WED 24  MORNING AT LEISURE/AFTERNOON CITY TOUR  

Today is free for you to spend at leisure.  
Suggested sights to visit: 
- Art Gallery of New South Wales - one of the most comprehensive collections in the 

country. 
- Circular Quay - watch the action on the harbour from the waterfront walkway. 
- Darling Harbour - an impressive complex with its National Maritime Museum, Sydney 

Aquarium and Powerhouse Museum.  
- Ferry trip on the harbour - the best way to appreciate one of the world's great harbours.   
- Homebush Bay - principal venue for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 
- Opera House - a building like no other on earth, the Opera House is Sydney's most popular 

attraction. 
- Queen Victoria Building - an elegant, Victorian-era shopping arcade.  
- Royal Botanic Gardens - beautiful, historic gardens curled around the foreshore of Sydney 

Harbour.  
- View from the top of the AMP Centrepoint Tower - for a stunning panoramic view of this 

extraordinarily scenic city.  
14:00 Meet your tour representative at Circular Quay, Jetty No 4 for departure on your tour. Enjoy 

an afternoon city tour of Sydney. Includes Sydney and Bondi Beach. 
 
THU 25  DEPART SYDNEY 

Taxi transfer to the airport.  Please check-in at least 2 hours before departure time.   Make 
your way through customs and immigration.   

10:30 am Depart on board Air New Zealand flight NZ 6 (also called NZ 7102) out of Sydney. 
  (Stop over in Auckland) 
8:15 am Arrive Los Angeles.  Please pick up your luggage and make your way through customs and 

immigration. 


